	

[bookmark: _GoBack]ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL COVENANT 

We, the undersigned, commit to comply with — and to ensure that all our sub-contractors comply with — all national legislation and regulations applicable in the Republic of Serbia, particularly labour and environmental laws and regulations, as well as good industry practice and any obligation stemming from the relevant international conventions and multilateral agreements applicable in the Republic of Serbia.

[bookmark: _Hlk102389848]Human rights. We commit to respect the principles of the Council of Europe’s Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (the “ECHR”) and the European Social Charter (the “ESC”).

Labour standards. We commit in particular to respect the principles of the ECHR and the ESC pertaining to: child labour, forced labour, non-discrimination and freedom of association and the right to collective bargaining. 

Concerning specifically child labour, we commit to ensure that children under the age of 18 are not employed for work under the project, except if the laws or regulations of the country of the contract provide for this possibility for children of at least 15 years of age and only in conformity with national laws and regulations and with the conditions of Article 7 of the ESC, ensuring that children at least 15 years of age may be employed for light work on condition that their health, safety and morals are fully protected and that they have received adequate specific instruction or vocational training in the relevant sector of activity.

Occupational and Public Health, Safety and Security. We commit to (i) comply with all applicable health and safety at work provisions of the applicable legislation in the Republic of Serbia; (ii) develop and implement the necessary health and safety management plans and systems, in accordance with the measures defined in the Environmental and Social Safeguards Management Framework or Plan[footnoteRef:1] where applicable, the ILO Guidelines on occupational safety and management systems[footnoteRef:2] and the OSH Framework Directive[footnoteRef:3]; (ii) use security management arrangements that are consistent with international human rights standards and principles and international good practice related to rules of conduct, if such arrangements are required for the project.  [1:  ESSMF or ESSMP]  [2:  Available at https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---safework/documents/normativeinstrument/wcms_107727.pdf]  [3:  Directive 89/391/EEC (“OSH "Framework Directive"), available at https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:01989L0391-20081211&qid=1648035354689&from=en ] 


Protection of the Environment. We commit to take all reasonable steps to protect the environment within the project-affected area and to limit the nuisance to people and property resulting from pollution, noise, traffic and other outcomes of the operations. To this end, emissions, surface discharges and effluents from our activities will be minimized and shall comply with the limits, specifications or stipulations as defined in (insert name of the relevant document)[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  For instance: EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) and ESSMP (Environmental and Social Safeguards Management Plans)] 


Environmental and social performance. To this end, we commit to (i) submit monthly environmental and social monitoring reports to Public Investment Management Office  (the “Contracting Authority”); and (ii) comply with the measures assigned to us as set forth in the environmental permits [if applicable][footnoteRef:5] and any corrective or preventative actions set forth in the annual environmental and social monitoring report. To this end, we will develop and implement an Environmental and Social Management System commensurate to the size and complexity of the Contract and provide Public Investment Management Office  with the details of the (i) plans and procedures, (ii) roles and responsibilities and (iii) relevant monitoring and review reports. [5:  For instance: EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) and ESSMP (Environmental and Social Safeguards Management Plans)] 


We commit to put in place a project level mechanism to address and report on inquiries and complaints related to this project. 


We hereby declare that our tender price as offered for this contract includes all costs related to complying with our environmental and social safeguards obligations as part of this contract. We commit to (i) reassess, in consultation with Public Investment Management Office, any changes to the project design that may potentially cause negative environmental or social impacts; (ii) provide to the Public Investment Management Office  in a timely manner a detailed report of any unanticipated environmental or social risks or impacts that may arise during the execution of the contract and the implementation that may not have been previously taken into account and (iii) in consultation with Public Investment Management Office, adjust environmental and social monitoring and mitigation measures as necessary to assure compliance with our environmental and social obligations.

Environmental and social staff. We shall facilitate the Contracting Authority's ongoing monitoring and supervision of our compliance with the environmental and social obligations described above. For this purpose, we shall appoint and maintain in office until the completion of the contract an Environmental and Social Management Team (appropriately scaled to the size and complexity of the contract) that shall be deemed reasonably satisfactory by the Contracting Authority and to whom the Contracting Authority shall have full and immediate access. The Team will have the duty and the necessary powers to ensure compliance with this Environmental and Social Covenant.

We accord the Contracting Authority and the CEB and any auditors appointed by either of them, the right of inspection of all our accounts, records, electronic data and documents, and the project sites related to the environmental and social aspects of the current contract, as well as all those of our sub-contractors.
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